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Unique Strategic Academic Proposition
Rhodes University offers a unique value proposition to current 
and prospective students and staff, and to communities at local, 
national and global levels, all underpinned by the principles of 
sustainability, transformation, local relevance and global impact.

In relation to the research-teaching nexus, students enjoy the 
opportunity of being taught by research active academics, who 
publish at the forefront of their disciplines and contribute to the 
building of the disciplines themselves, offering opportunities for 
cutting-edge research to be incorporated into undergraduate 
teaching and postgraduate supervision. Furthermore, Rhodes 
University contributes enormously to research on teaching and 
learning and its academics draw on research to inform their 
pedagogical practice. 

The Community Engagement-Teaching nexus is evident in the 
number of courses incorporating service learning in the formal 
curriculum, and in volunteerism, which increasingly forms part 
of a student’s learning experience at Rhodes University. All 
Community Engagement initiatives are informed by theory and 
an increasing amount of research contributing to the Scholarship 
of Engagement is being produced. 

History and Context
A 114-year old institution, located in the creative city of 
Grahamstown/Makhanda, which hosts the annual National Arts 
Festival and Scifest Africa, Rhodes University currently has six 
Faculties, 35 Academic Departments, 55 research related entities, 
and five affiliated institutions. Originally, a residential University, 
it consists of 300 buildings. Rhodes University comprises some 
60% to 65% of the GDP of the Makana municipal region. 

Vision
“Rhodes University’s vision is to be an outstanding internationally-respected academic institution which proudly affirms its African identity 
and which is committed to democratic ideals, academic freedom, rigorous scholarship, sound moral values and social responsibility”.

A 114-year old institution, located in the creative city of Grahamstown/Makhanda, which 
hosts the annual National Arts Festival and Scifest Africa, Rhodes University currently has six 

Faculties, 35 Academic Departments, 55 research related entities, and five affiliated institutions.
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A signatory of the Talloires Declaration in 1996, the University is 
committed to practising and promoting environmental literacy 
and established a Green Fund to support learning and practice 
in respect of water, energy, waste, carbon footprint, biodiversity, 
green buildings, responsible purchasing, sustainable travel and 
sustainability education.

rhodes University continues to have one of the best undergraduate and postgraduate throughput rates in the country.
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Living in a close proximity to the university allows for high levels 
of productivity in this research-intensive community consisting of 
people from over 88 countries of origin. Postdoctoral researchers 
are the most international cohort on campus. Internationalisation 
strengthens the three core pillars of the University: Research, 
Teaching and Learning, and Community Engagement. In 2018, 
the Internationalisation Award, which recognises how academics 
consciously incorporate internationalisation to enhance their 
Research, Teaching and Learning and Community Engagement 
was awarded to Professor Warwick Sauer, from the leading 
Department of Ichthyology and Fisheries. 
 
Research
In the 2018, DHET National Research Output Report, on the audit 
during 2017 of the research output for the sector produced in  
2016, Rhodes is placed first (alongside the University of 
Stellenbosch) in the accredited research output per capita 
tables. Among African Research Universities Alliance (ARUA), 
Rhodes is the most efficient research university. Rhodes 
University now hosts 14 SARChI chairs, with a 15th hosted as 
a Rhodes Professor in the associated South African Institute of 
Aquatic Biodiversity (SAIAB).

The DST/Mintek Nanotechnology Innovation Centre, is the best 
equipped on the continent, and widely used by other South 
African universities. It is directed by the renowned and multi-
award winning Distinguished Professor Tebello Nyokong.

Professor Justin Jonas, the Chief Technologist of the Square 
Kilometer Array (SKA) and several Rhodes staff, students and 
alumni are involved in MeerKAT, the most powerful telescope of 
its kind, officially launched in the Northern Cape in July, 2018. The 
radio images showcased at the launch are the highest-definition 
images ever captured of the centre of our Milky Way galaxy. 
Rhodes University has world-leading expertise in developing 
computing algorithms for solving the processing problems of 
MeerKAT and SKA data. International astronomers are already 
scheduling time to use MeerKAT to study key questions about 
the universe and fundamental Physics.  

The research focus of the Rhodes University Centre for 
Biological Control (CBC) established in 2017,  is the biological 
control of invasive alien plants using insects, as the most 
sustainable, economic and environmentally-friendly method of 
control; the aim is to reunite invasive weeds with their natural 
enemies. The Centre is involved in the development of these 
agents in its Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
(DAFF) approved quarantine facility, and the mass-rearing and 
implementation of the insects once they have been cleared for 
release. CBA recently released a tiny fly from Argentina, Hydrellia 
egeriae on the banks of the Nahoon River in East London, for 
control against Brazilian water weed, Egeria densa. The CBC 
was awarded a R68m contract by the Department of Environment 
Affairs (DEA) in 2018.

In 2018, ARUA awarded the hosting rights of its ARUA Centre 
of Excellence for Water Conservation to Rhodes University’s 
Institute for Water Research with the task of coordinating research 
from member universities across Africa. 

The Residencies for Artists and Writers (RAW) Spot Gallery, a 
studio and gallery space which hosts a new generation of thinkers 
in African Art, opened at a new premises in 2018. RAW has been 

Originally, a residential University, it consists 
of 300 buildings. Rhodes University comprises 
some 60% to 65% of the GDP of the Makana 
municipal region. 
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supported by the Mellon supra-national programme, Publishing 
and Research of the South: Positioning Africa (PROSPA), since 
2017.

The Education Faculty hosts the UNEP Centre of excellence 
in the Environmental Learning Resource Centre. IEASA was 
honoured to have Distinguished Professor, Heila Lotz-Sisitka, 
attend the IEASA conference in 2018 to present her 76th keynote 
in 36 different countries. She is a driving force in the SADC 
region and beyond, in transformative social learning and green 
skills learning pathways in areas of biodiversity, the water food 
nexus, climate change, social and environmental justice, and just 
sustainability transitions. 

International mobility is a regular feature of the academic life 
of Rhodes University. All staff are eligible for support to attend 
international conferences annually. Regular collaborators are 
frequently formally recognised as research associates, enabling 
them to compete for internal research and travel funds. The 
International Office hosts numerous delegations interested in 
establishing academic collaboration, from universities in Europe, 
North America, South America, Africa and Asia. 

Teaching and Learning
Curriculum at Rhodes University is renewed on an ongoing basis. 
A full-scale institutional curriculum review was undertaken in 
2017. Rhodes continues to have one of the best undergraduate 
and postgraduate throughput rates in the country. In the 
six graduation ceremonies of 2018, a total of 2494 students 
received their degrees and diplomas. Of these, 1457 (58%) 
were undergraduate Bachelor’s degrees and 1037 (42%) were 
postgraduate degrees and diplomas. Of the 1037 postgraduate 
students, 227 received their Master’s degrees and 88 received 
their PhD degrees. Of the 2494 graduates, 63% are women; and 
16% are international students. We also recognised, honoured and 
celebrated six remarkable people: Professor Peter Mtuze, Justice 
Dikgang Moseneke, Dr Yvonne Chaka Chaka, Professor Vishnu 
Padayachee, Dr Andrew Mlangeni and Dr Sindiwe Magona. 

While the Law Faculty is one of the smallest in the country, it has 
produced in excess of 35 permanent judges of the High courts 
of South Africa, including of the Supreme Court of Appeal and 
the Constitutional Court and has the best staff/student ratio 
in the country with top class library and research facilities. The 
Rhodes University Business School offers an AMBA accredited 
MBA programme. In 2018, the Confucius Institute at Rhodes was 
officially established as a global model Confucius Institute, the 
first in South Africa.

While the Law Faculty is one of the smallest 
in the country, it has produced in excess of 35 
permanent judges of the High courts of South 
Africa.

Rhodes University developed a Staff Accelerated Development 
Program using Mellon and Kresge funding. This model formed 
the basis of the national nGAP (new generation of academics 
program) developed by the DHET. The DHET has estimated 
that South Africa will be short of some 7000 academics by 
2020. The Centre for Higher Education Research Teaching and 
Learning (CHERTL) supports academics with a well-respected 
PhD supervision programme. In 2018 Professors Jo-Anne Vorster 
and Lynn Quinn were awarded National Excellence in Teaching 
Awards by HELTASA, who acknowledged Rhodes University for 
creating the environment to enable  the emergence of teachers 
of high quality.

Student Life
Rhodes offers a general formative undergraduate degree, which 
allows students the flexibility to engage with a range of subjects 
in first year before moving into specialisations, as they continue 
their degree programme. With high quality library facilities and a 
postgraduate commons, every opportunity is offered to excel as 
a student. Ms Ujala Satgoor was awarded the LIASA (Library and 
Information Association of South Africa) Executive Librarian of the 
year Award for 2018.

Our exchange/study abroad programmes, across five continents 
allow some students the opportunity to study abroad and acquire 
credits towards their Rhodes degree. International exchange 
students  stay in residences with South African students, and 
may deepen their experience in South Africa by participating in 
Community Engagement and service-learning initiatives. 



Rhodes University has become a leading
engaged university. Over the last year, 810
well-trained students have volunteered weekly
in 76 community partner organisations.

Rhodes University provides a nurturing student environment with 
a diverse array of residential, sporting, cultural and leadership 
opportunities to foster the all-round development of our 
students. Conversations, activities and programmes are held to 
promote the valuing and embracing of diversity and focus on: 
the transformation of living and learning spaces; intersections 
between sex, race, gender, class, ability, nationality and ethnicity 
as they play out in students’ lives and students’ engagement with 
the communities that surround the University. 

Students can join one or more of the 27 sporting clubs, which 
are  affiliated to the Sports Council. There are also opportunities 
for social and less competitive team sports. In addition, the 
Rhodes Health Suite offers weight training, aerobics and 
spinning classes and instructors are available to assist with 
personal training programmes. The SRC oversees the operation 
of nearly 80 different clubs and societies. These societies include 
cultural interest groups (.e.g. debating, drumming, and poetry) 
religious societies, political and awareness-raising groups, and 
environmental clubs. 

While the language of instruction is English, at least, 65 languages 
are spoken and celebrated on campus. The 2018 Annual 
International Week opened with our seventh annual International 
Parade. A “Language Carousel” on Africa day, encourages the 
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rhodes University has become a leading engaged university.

University community to teach and learn some basic greetings, in 
each other’s languages. This and the Africa Ball, a vibrant Multi-
cultural space for staff and students to sample African cuisine, 
dress in formal, stylish contemporary African designs and hear a 
variety of music from the Continent, have been firm favourites of 
the students and staff.

While Rhodes University has always provided financial  
assistance from its own funds to academically able but financial 
challenged students, efforts continue to raise funds for the 
Isivivane Fund. “Give 5” is an annual fundraising campaign by  
the SRC to raise money for fellow students. A Fire Walk 
symbolising that, with the right attitude and support, one can 
overcome all obstacles and view them as a challenge rather than 
a problem, starts or ends the campaign. 

Community Engagement
Rhodes University has become a leading engaged university. 
Over the last year, 810 well-trained students have volunteered 
weekly in 76 community partner organisations, which has made a 
meaningful contribution to the areas of academic support, sports 
coaching, wellness interventions, food security, IT support and 
leadership programmes. A further 820 pupils have been involved 
through disciplines in the various academic departments. 
This means that over 20% of our student body are engaged 
citizens, living up to their ideals and through these opportunities, 
expressing the kind of leadership the world so dearly needs. 

In 2018, Trading Live consisted of 155 events, where the 
university community and the local community trade services to 
each other over six days, to celebrate the life of Former President 
Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela. The Vice-Chancellor’s Initiative to 
improve the quality of teaching and learning in the local schools, 
the student volunteer programme, the nine-tenths mentoring 
programme embed the  University in the life of the greater 
Makana. 

Rhodes University continues to participate in The Common Good 
First, a consortium of six South African universities, together with 
partners from Denmark, England, Iceland, Norway, Spain and 
Scotland, funded by the EU and Scotland’s Department of Social 
Enterprise, Social Innovation and Social Investment. 
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