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In 2018, UCT was ranked among the top 
10 BRICS universities and among the top 
100 universities in the world for four of its 
subject areas, and top 200 overall in the 
Times Higher Education ranking.

UCT offers a range of postgraduate and 
undergraduate courses for students 
completing their full degree, or visiting 
for  a semester. 

7 reasons
to study at UCT

7
UCT Libraries offers state-of-the-art 
technology, vast collections of reading and 
research material, and the specialized 
services of friendly, efficient and helpful staff. 

UCT is the top-ranked 
University in Africa

2
International applicants for whom English 
is a second language are required to submit 
one of the following:
• TOEFL: 570 (paper-based test) or 230
(computer-based test)
• IELTS: Overall band score of 7.0 (with no 
individual element of the test scoring below 6.0) 

All UCT courses are 
taught in English

3
Cape Town is the second largest city in South Africa. 
Located in the Western Cape, at the southernmost 
tip of Africa, it is surrounded by the majestic 
Table Mountain; one of the seven natural 
wonders of the world, and a string of beaches 
washed by the Atlantic and Indian oceans. It is a 
relatively affordable city to live in, and offers a 
diverse culture and wide range of activities for its 
visitors and residents. For more information see 
www.capetown.travel

UCT is located in
Cape Town, South Africa

UCT offers a wide 
range of study options

5
UCT works hard to make you feel at home 
wherever you come from, and supports you 
through your studies. The International 
Academic Programmes Office is positioned 
to empower internationalisation at UCT. 
We are here to help you. We advise on 
study visa and immigration issues, and 
assist with finding long or short-term 
accommodation, on or near to campus.

UCT has excellent 
student support

UCT has excellent student 
research resources

6
In 2017 UCT enrolled 28950 students, of 
whom 17% were international students. 
Of this total, 54% were from the SADC 
region, 16% from the rest of Africa and 
30 % from the rest of the world. 
International students came from more 
than 116 countries, 45% enrolled for 
undergraduate studies and 55% enrolled 
for postgraduate studies.

UCT offers a diverse 
environment for 
global citizens

@UCT_news 
study@uct.ac.za 

iapo.uct.ac.za/apply/studyincapetown 
University of Cape Town
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CAPE TOWN

Mission
The University of Cape Town aspires to become a premier 
academic meeting point between South Africa, the rest of Africa 
and the world. Taking advantage of expanding global networks 
and our distinct vantage point in Africa, we are committed, through 
innovative research and scholarship, to grapple with the key issues 
of our natural and social worlds. We aim to produce graduates 
whose qualifications are internationally recognised and locally 
applicable, underpinned by values of engaged citizenship and 
social justice. UCT will promote diversity and transformation within 
our institution and beyond, including growing the next generation 
of academics.
 
About UCT
•	 South	Africa’s	 oldest	 university,	 UCT	was	 established	 in	 1829,	 
 and has maintained a proud tradition of academic excellence,  

Location and Campuses 
UCT is located at the tip of Africa in the city whose name it bears, and is frequently ranked as having one of the most beautiful campuses 
in the world. The university has four sites: 
1.	 The	Groote Schuur Campus	is	situated	on	the	slopes	of	Devil’s	Peak	in	the	suburb	of	Rondebosch.	This	campus	is	sub-divided	into	 
 three sections, namely the Upper Campus, Middle Campus and Lower Campus.
2.	 The	Medical Campus is situated in the suburb of Observatory and is the home to the Faculty of Health Sciences.
3. The Hiddingh Campus is situated in the suburb of Gardens close to the Cape Town city centre. The Department of Drama and the  
 Michaelis School of Fine Art can be found on this campus along with the Little Theatre Complex, Michaelis Galleries and the Centre  
 for Curating the Archive.
4. The Breakwater Campus is situated at the popular V&A Waterfront. The Graduate School of Business can be found here. 

UCT is ranked the best University in Africa and sits in the top 200 universities in the world.

University of Cape Town
Promoting Excellence Through Transformation

	 which	today	sees	it	ranked	among	the	world’s	leading	teaching	 
 and research institutes.
•	 UCT	is	a	microcosm	of	the	city	in	its	title.	It	is	home	to	a	vibrant,	 
	 cosmopolitan	community	of	over	28	700	students	and	almost	 
	 5	000	permanent	staff	from	more	than	115	countries	from	the	 
 rest of Africa and abroad.
•	 The	university	claims	five	Nobel	Laureates	among	its	alumni:	 
	 Max	 Theiler	 (medicine,	 1951);	 Ralph	 Bunche	 (peace,	 1950);	 
	 Allan	 McLeod	 Cormack	 (medicine,	 1979);	 Sir	 Aaron	 Klug	 
	 (chemistry,	 1982);	 and	 Emeritus	 Professor	 JM	 Coetzee	 
	 (literature,	2003).
•	 UCT	is	ranked	the	best	University	in	Africa	and	sits	in	the	top	 
	 200	 universities	 in	 the	 world	 (113th	 -	 US	 News	 2018	 Best	 
	 Global	 Universities;	 171st	 –	 Times	 Higher	 Education	 2018;	 
	 200th	–	Quacquarelli	Symonds	2019).
•	 UCT	is	ranked	3rd	 in	the	world	 in	ornithology	and	4th	 in	the	 
	 world	in	area	studies	according	to	the	2017	Center	for	World	 
	 University	Rankings,	and	11th	in	the	world	in	development	| 
	 studies	according	to	 the	2018	Quacquarelli	Symonds	World	 
	 University	Rankings	by	Subject.	
 
Facilities
UCT has six faculties comprised of
•	 Commerce	–	including	the	Graduate	School	of	Business
•	 Engineering	&	the	Built	Environment
• Health Sciences
• Humanities
• Law
• Science.

The	faculties’	work	is	supported	by	the	Centre	for	Higher	Education	
Development	 (CHED),	 which	 incorporates	 UCT’s	 Academic	
Development	Programme.
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Partnerships Mobility And Recruitment (PMR) 
The	 PMR	 Unit	 coordinates	 the	 biggest	 and	 most	 intensive	
Semester	 Study	 Abroad	 Programme	 in	 Africa.	 Furthermore,	 this	
unit coordinates international exchange opportunities for UCT 
students in collaboration with our global partners. 

Global Academic Short Term Programmes (GSAP)
The	 GSAP	 unit	 develops	 and	 offers	 innovative,	 multidisciplinary	
and	 customised	 short-term	 academic	 programmes	 to	 international	
partners	and	organisations.	The	GSAP	unit	designs	and	delivers	high	
level relevant, engaging and enriching programmes to a wide range of 
strategic	global	partners	by	working	with	UCT’s	academic	departments.	

Africa Partnerships And Programmes (APP)
In	 line	 with	 UCT’s	 vision	 of	 becoming	 as	 fully	 African	 Institution,	
the	 APP	 explores,	 develops	 and	 maintains	 partnerships	 and	
programmes	which	strengthen	UCT’s	academic	integration	with	other	
African Universities or for the benefit of student and staff from these 
Universities. The aim of these activities is to build capacity and promote 
collaboration between African academics, students and staff.   

Confucius Institute (CI)
Officially	 launched	 in	 January	 2010,	 the	 establishment	 of	 the	
Confucius	 Institute	 at	 UCT	 	 promotes	 the	 learning	 of	 Chinese	
language and culture, and a broader and more informed 
understand of China in Cape Town area and across South Africa.in 
that it will bring the Chinese language program to UCT and facilitate 
academic exchanges between students and faculty members at 
UCT	with	those	at	Sun	Yet-sen	University,	Guangzhou,	China.	

International Academic Programme Office (IAPO)’s 
manages:
•	 Partnerships	 development	 and	 support	 with	 leading	 
 worldwide universities
•	 Semester	study	abroad	programmes	
•	 Short	term	programme	support	eg.	Faculty	led	programmes,	 
 customised programmes
•	 Student	 exchange	 programmes	 for	 incoming	 and	 outgoing	 
 students to study abroad 
•	 Specialised	 support	 services	 for	 international	 students	 eg.	 
 orientation programmes
•	 Advisement	 to	UCT	applicants	on	study	permit	applications	 
 and renewals.
 
Entrance requirements and applications 
Undergraduate
•	 The	undergraduate	prospectus	 is	 a	guide	 for	 school-leavers	 
 and others who are interested in studying for a first qualification  
 at UCT. Details of all undergraduate programmes are provided  
 in the undergraduate prospectus, which is available on our  
 website at www.uct.ac.za.
•	 Applications	 for	 admission	 and	 student	 accommodation	 
 are processed between April and the closing date of  
	 30	September.
•	 To	apply	online,	please	go	to applyonline.uct.ac.za.
 
In order to be admitted to UCT, one needs to:
•	 have	met	the	statuory	minimum	requirements	for	admission	to	 
 your programme
•	 be	proficient	in	English
•	 have	met	the	minimum	requirements	in	your	school	performance
•	 have	met	the	minimum	subject	requirements	for	admission.	

Research  
•	 UCT	is	home	to	one-third	of	South	Africa’s	A-rated	researchers	 
	 –	academics	who	are	ranked	as	world	leaders	in	their	fields	by	 
	 the	National	Research	Foundation	(NRF)	of	South	Africa.	
•	 In	 2016,	 UCT	 became	 the	 first	 African	 university	 to	 join	 the	 
	 International	Alliance	of	Research	Universities	(IARU),	a	network	 
	 of	11	research-intensive	universities	across	the	globe	that	include	 
	 the	 universities	 of	 Yale,	 Oxford	 and	 Cambridge	 and	 Peking.	 
	 UCT	 is	 also	 a	 founding	 member	 of	 the	 African	 Research	 
	 Universities	Alliance	 (ARUA),	which	 forms	a	hub	 that	 supports	 
 indigenous research excellence, enabling the continent to take  
 control of its future and assert itself as a global force.
•	 Selected	 to	 drive	 research	 in	 a	 strategic	 manner,	 university	 
 research institutes are grounded in existing areas of  
 internationally recognised excellence while being aligned to  
 institutional, regional and national priorities. These include  
	 the	African	Climate	and	Development	initiative	(ACDI),	Institute	 
	 of	 Infectious	Disease	and	Molecular	Medicine	 (IDM),	Poverty	 
	 and	 Inequality	 Initiative	 (PII),	 Future	 Water,	 Institute	 for	 
	 Communities	 and	 Wildlife	 in	 Africa,	 Institute	 for	 Democracy,	 
	 Citizenship	 and	 Public	 Policy	 in	 Africa,	 Institute	 for	 Safety	 
	 Governance	and	Criminology,	and	the	Neurosciences	Institute.
•	 UCT	 is	home	to	 two	national	Centres	of	Excellence:	DST/NRF	 
	 Centre	of	Excellence	in	Birds	as	Keys	to	Biodiversity	Conservation;	 
	 and	DST/NRF	Centre	of	Excellence	in	Catalysis,	c*change.
•	 During	 2017,	 UCT’s	 external	 research	 income	 amounted	 to	 
	 R1.6	 billion.	 Funding	 to	 postgraduate	 students	 totalled	 R295	 
	 million	and	R80	million	went	to	postdoctoral	researchers.	
•	 In	2017	UCT	received	more	 funding	 in	direct	grants	 from	the	 
	 US	National	 Institutes	 of	 Health	 (NIH)	 than	 any	 other	 higher	 
 education institution outside the US.

Internationalisation at UCT  
International Student Body
•	 UCT	welcomes	nearly	5	000	 international	students	 (of	 these,	 
	 just	over	4	200	are	full-degree	students;	most	of	the	remainder	 
	 are	semester	study	abroad)	every	year	from	over	115	countries.
•	 Forty	 of	 these	 countries	 are	 from	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 African	 
	 continent,	with	more	 than	2	500	students	 from	South	African	 
	 Development	(SADC)	countries.
•	 One	of	UCT’s	key	strategic	goals	is	to	promote	the	university	 
 as an academic meeting point between South Africa, the rest  
	 of	Africa	and	 the	world,	and	 it	 is	 the	goal	of	 the	 International	 
	 Academic	Programmes	Office	(IAPO)	to	drive	this	vision.
 
The International Academic Programmes Office (IAPO) 
IAPO	 undertakes	 to	 maximise	 the	 extent	 to	 which	
internationalisation is experienced by all at UCT to ensure that 
the university consistently produces graduates and staff to be 
global citizens. Striving to connect people and resources all over 
the,	 IAPO	 supports	 UCT	 in	 nurturing	 a	 vibrant	 and	 innovative	
academic	 community.	 Since	 1996,	 this	 international	 office	 has	
strategically	 empowered	 internationalisation	 at	 UCT.	 Initially,	
mainly	 overseeing	 student	 exchanges,	 IAPO	 has	 since	 grown	
to	 serve	 a	 more	 complex	 function	 and	 greater	 purpose.	 IAPO	
consists	of	4	Units	:	Partnerships	Mobility	and	Recruitment(PMR),	
Global	 Academic	 Short-Term	 Programmes(GSAP),	 Africa	
Partnerships	 and	 Programmes(APP),	 Strategic	 Services	 and	
Operations	and	also	houses	the	Confucius	Insitute.	
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Postgraduate
•	 The	 criteria	 for	 admission	 to	 postgraduate	 diplomas	 and	 
	 honours,	 master’s	 and	 doctoral	 degrees	 vary	 from	 one	 
 programme to another. 
•	 Prospective	 applicants	 are	 advised	 to	 consult	 the	 faculty	 
 concerned directly in order to determine the requirements for  
 admission. 

Refer to the UCT website for more detailed information: 
www.uct.ac.za.
 
Semester Study Abroad (SSA)
•	 UCT	has	a	vibrant	Semester	Study	Abroad	(SSA)	programme	that	 
 offers a wide range of courses to international students who wish to  
 spend one or two semesters at UCT taking courses for the purpose  
 of transferring credit, on completion, to their home institution.
•	 SSA	 students	 receive	 comprehensive	 pre-arrival	 information	 
 and assistance in finding suitable accommodation.
•	 IAPO	 staff	 provides	 an	 orientation	 programme	 to	 welcome	 
 students to Cape Town and to UCT at the start of the semester.
•	 All applicants are assessed on the basis of their academic  
	 transcript	and	home	university’s	grading	scale.
•	 Applicants	from	North	America	are	expected	to	have	an	overall	 
	 grade	point	average	of	3.0	or	higher.
•	 Applicants from other parts of the world are expected to have  
	 the	equivalent	academic	standing	and	provide	proof	of	English	 
	 proficiency,	if	English	is	not	the	first	language.
 
Important dates
The closing dates for submitting online applications for SSA 
at UCT are: 
•	 For	first	semester	(February	-	June):	31	October	prior	to	year	 
 of study. 
•	 For	second	semester	(July	-	November):	30	April	of	the	year	of	 
 the study.
 
Prospective SSA students can apply online at: 
http://applyonline.uct.ac.za
 
Choosing your course
•	 A	 semester	 course-load	 can	 be	 selected	 across	 the	 
	 faculties	of	Commerce,	Engineering	&	the	Built	Environment,	 
 Humanities, Law and Science. SSA students will be fully  
 integrated into the academic and social life of UCT and will be  
 taught alongside other UCT students. 

Facilities
Student societies and organisations
•	 With	more	 than	 100	 student	 societies	 and	 organisations	 to	 
 choose from, UCT supports a wide range of interests including  
 academic, religious, cultural, social and political activities.
•	 The societies allow students to enjoy activities at the university  
 that are not normally part of the academic curricula, as well  
 as become part of a campus community that is stimulating  
 and opens up new challenges and opportunities.

SHAWCO, RAG and Ubunye
•	 SHAWCO	 (the	 Students’	 Health	 and	 Welfare	 Centres)	 is	 a	 
	 student-run	 youth	 development	 and	 health	 NGO	 affiliated	 
 to UCT. Students from UCT and abroad can volunteer in different  
 community outreach projects. To learn more about SHAWCO,   
 visit www.shawco.org.

•	 UCT	 RAG	 (Remember	 and	 Give)	 is	 the	 student	 fundraising	 
	 sector	 of	 SHAWCO.	 RAG	 volunteers	 organise	 a	 number	 of	 
 student and corporate fundraising events throughout the year,  
 with all the proceeds going to SHAWCO. To learn more about  
	 RAG,	visit	www.uctrag.co.za.
•	 Ubunye	 is	 a	 student-run	 development	 agency	 operating	 
	 on	 campus	 as	 an	 SRC-recognised	 body,	 providing	 a	 range	 
 of opportunities for student social engagement. To learn more  
 about Ubunye, visit ubunye.org.za 

Jammie Shuttle
UCT students have access to a free university shuttle service that 
operates between all residences and university campuses.

Student Wellness
The Student Wellness Service provides primary health care 
medical and psychological services during office hours.

UCT Libraries
•	 UCT	 Libraries	 offer	 state-of-the-art	 technology,	 vast	 
 collections of reading and research material, and the  
 specialised services of friendly, efficient and helpful staff.

Accommodation
•	 On campus accommodation: UCT	has	a	three-tier	residence	 
 system that provides different services, governance and  
 management in each tier. The policy and criteria for admission  
 to UCT student housing assume that a new student will initially  
	 enter	a	first-tier	(catering	residence	and	subsequently	move	to	 
	 a	second-tier	(senior	catering	or	self-catering)	residence	or	into	 
	 third-tier	(semi-autonomous	self-catering)	accommodation.	
•	 Off campus accommodation: The demand for student  
 housing in the university residence system far exceeds the  
 supply. For this reason, international full degree and SSA  
	 students	 are	 also	 encouraged	 to	 enquire	 about	 off-campus	 
	 accommodation	options	through	IAPO.	

University of Cape Town

International Academic Programmes Office (IAPO) 
Locations: Main Office - Level 3, Masingene Building, Cross Campus 

Road, Middle Campus, 7700

Phone: 021 650 2822 / 3740
Fax: 021 650 5667

E-mail: int-iapo@uct.ac.za
IAPO Website: www.iapo.uct.ac.za

Facebook: IAPO @ UCT
Twitter: @IAPOatUCT 

Global Short-Term Academic Programmes: gsap@uct.ac.za
Semester Study Abroad: SSA@uct.ac.za

Admissions Office
Location: Level 4, Masingene Building, Cross Campus Road, Middle 

Campus, 7700
Phone: 021 650 2128

Fax: 021 650 3736
E-mail: admissions@uct.ac.za

Online applications: applyonline.uct.ac.za

For more information about UCT, visit www.uct.ac.za


